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But as far me and my Houſe, 
wee will ſerve ao Lunn: = 
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H E lamentable De y of Famity- 
REer1croxn, in the preſent Age, 
mall be my Apology for ſome Di- 
courſes on this Subject. And, as your Souls, 
ear Brethren, are in a peculiar Manner 
committed to my Care; and I lie under the 
F Obligations to contribute all in my 
Power to ſave them from final Ruin, I ex- 

r moſt favourable Ear, your cloſeſt . 
Attention; while from a Con feibufnels of 
the Duty Iowe to my great Lord and Maſter, 
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to you, the People of my Charge, and 5 to. 
my own Soul, I give you fair Warning 
of your Sin and Danger, if found SY 


cold and careleſs, in the Diſcharge of F 


Religion. I am ſenſible there are ſome 4 


you who make Conſcience of this Duty; 


would to God, I could ſay y you all . 
ſon to 5 


But alas! I have too great 


there is but little Family-Religion in many of 
your Houſes: Notwithſtanding the great God 


Has built you Tabernacles, you have not erect- 
ed Altars in them for him, and you do not pay 
him that Family Worſhip that is his Due. 
And therefore I look upon myſelf as too 

nearly concerned in this Matter, to paſs it 


over in Silence: Yea, I ſhould. be juſtly 
chargeable with Unfaithfulneſs to God, to 


yav, and myſelf, did I not exert my utmoſt 
Endeavours to remedy this fatal Evil, by ex- 
horting you who are negligent to a more con- 


ſcientious Performance of this your Duty, 
rent to a more vigorous Diſcharge of it. 


Now, as a proper Foundation for this Sub- 


ject, 1 have made Choice of that truly noBLE 
AND PIOVS RESOLUTION of good Foſtua: 
| But as for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve 


22 


and to quicken you who are cold and indiffe- 
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the LoRD. As I judge it needleſs to ſpend | 


* Time about ho Connection of theſe 


ords with the ſurrounding Context ; - fo 


neither 


hens "+1. 
F „„ cri⸗-⸗ 
tical Explication of them. It may ſuffice to 
obſerve, that here Fo/hua' takes it for grant- 
ed, that every rational Creature is bound by 
the Law of its Creation to pay Worſhip, 
Homage and Adoration to the great God of 
Heaven and Earth, in whom we all live, and 
move, and have our Being, Acts xvii, 28. 


And whereas he adds, for me and my Houſe, 


| he intimates to us, that all Heads and Gover- 


nors of Families are under very peculiar Ob- 
ligations to ſet up and maintain the Worſhip 


o-God in hair Dwellings. Fe IN 


The Point then Which comprehends the 
main Scope of the Text, and is moſt ſuit- 
able to my preſent Intention, is this, 


The Practice of Family Religion is pecu- 
liarly incumbent on all Heads and Governors 


of F amilies. 


The Method 3 in which I ſhall treat of this 
Subject: is this, 


1 To open up the Nature of chis Daty: 


I. To mention. a few of the many and 


ſtrong Obligations that lye upon all con-— 


cerned to . „ 


g 


. 5 10 8 
m To;enquire, Whenee 1 15 nan 
general and waful Neglect af Hamiyj- 
Vale Prewally at ple Day 7 And re 


m. To nc all with Gicks Addrviica | q 
| to: ſeveral Sorts. of: Perſons, as are very | 
Aula to the Subject on our mn 
Conſideration, 2 8 : 


1 Let US confides and open a bea of 
the Duty mentioned, in my Text. Nom, 
this Part of our Taſk will be the more. cably 
performed, if we ſuffer ourſelves to mfG 
that every Family-Governor ſuſtains a three- 
fold Character, VIZ, of a PRopHET, to in- 
ſttruct his Family in all the Branches of -uſe- | 
ful Knowledge, 1 in thoſe which 
tend moſt to perfect their Nature, and to pro- 
mote their great and ultimate End, the Glo- 
ry of God and their final Happinefß: Of a 
PRIEST, to diſcharge every Act of Family- 
Worſhip, eſpecially to pray with and for his 
Houſhold: And in fine, of a Kine, to direct, 
govern and provide for them all the Neceſſa- 
ries of Life. Thus I think the great and im- 
portant Duty in my Text divides itſelf into 
three Branches, to which I ſhall now _ 
in 92 8 Order. 


1. The Duty of every 8 or - Head of. 
a Family lies in inſtructing his Children and 
: _ Sana: - 


80 vants 1521 uſeful Knowledge, eſpoekilly | 
in that which tends moſt to the Glo: 
ry of God and their final Happineſs; in 
whatever is neceſſary to their being the faith- 


ful and obedient Servants of God in this Life, 


and the happy Poſſeſſors of a glorious· Life of 
Immortality, when Time ſhall be no more. 
As there are, alas! too many Parents and 
Family - Governors, who train up their Chil 
dren and Servants in the Principles of A- 
| theiſm, Irreligion and Proſaneneſs; who 
teach them, at leaſt by their Example, to 
deſpiſe every thing that is/ ſerious. and ſa- 
cred, and to make a Mock of Sin; ſo 
there are not a few, ok & ovutndd vas to 
give good Things to them, but, as one 
ſpeaks, teach them Error inſtead of Truth, 
or feed their Minds with airy Notions, or 
biaſs them too much with Party Principles, 
and doubtful as well as needleſs Speculations. 
Therefore, to guard you, who have Families 
committed to your Charge, againſt ſuch a 
Condact, ſuffer me to mention a fe Things 
that ought. more eſpecially to-be the- — 
Matter of Family Taſtructen: 


ious: then 1 judge it very proper to be- 
gin the Inſtruction of thoſe under our Care, 
by acquainting them with their ſinful and 
miſerable State by Nature. For .tho' ſome 
Men 8 hd en at Original Sin, banter and 
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ſad Fruit and Conſequence of Man 


that Sin hath diffuſed itſelf through. the 
whole Maſs of their Nature in their - firſt 
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ture is ct Eager _ els th chat we N 
have all within us, not only an Indifference, 


but an Averſeneſs to the Things of the Spi- ; 8. | 
rit of God, The natural Man receiveth not 
the Things of the Spirit of God, 1. Cor. ji. 


14. The Caſe rs being thus, every 
ious and Chriſtian Parent ſhould teach and 


inſtruct his Children, concerning the Cor- 


ruption of their Hearts and Natores, as = 
gi? 5 


Apoſtacy from God: He ſhould tell them 


Formation, inſomuch, that 7. ranſgreſſors 


From the Iomb is the true Deſcription and 


Character of each of them; yea, that, in the 
Apoſtle's Language, they are 11 Nature * 


ren of Wrath, Eph. ll. 3. 


Having thus acquainted them, with their 
miſcrable State by Nature, every Chriftian 
Parent and Head of a F amily ſhould next 


acquaint thoſe under their Care, that here 


7s Hope in Iſrael concerning this thing, Ezra 


x. 2. God is not irreconcileable, but waits 
to be gracious, and is ready to receive every 


penitent returning Sinner into Favour: Say 


wnto them, As I live, ſaith the Lord God, 


7 bave no FREIE in the Death of the 
Wicked, 


e 1 5 Xs 
Vid but Fees the Wicked 3 Bs 

4” ay and live; turn ye, turn ye from your. 
woot or =o a Fo way 15 Eszek. 


| But as ene is no coming to God with- | 
out a Mediator, all Parents and Maſters of 
Families ſhould be careful to inſtruct their 
Children and Servants to make uſe of Chriſt 
as the only Way to the Father; for as 
there is but one God, ſo there is but one 
Mediator. between God and Man, the Man 
_ Chrift Feſus, 1 Tim. ii. 5. And our 8a- 
viour himſelf tells us, Job. xiv. 6. No Man 
cometh unto the Father but by me. Fallen Man 
may, and muſt come to God as a Judge; 
but cannot come to him as a Father, other- 


wiſe than through the kind Interpoſition _ 


an All-ſufficient Mediator. If therefore we 
ſhould negle& to inſtru thoſe of our 
Houſhold in this moſt abſolutely. neceſſary 
Piece of Knowledge, we ſhould fail in a 
main Point, and endanger their eternal Sal- 
vation. Again, ww 


+ all Heads of Families ſhould teach their 
Children and Servants, that it is owing, 
entirely owing to Chriſt s meritorious Righ- 
teouſneſs, that any of Adam's ſinful Race 
are reſtored to the Favour of God in this 
World, and finally ſaved in the next; 
| that 
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| Pa this Doctrine, let us beware of 

ſaying any thing to the Diſadvantage of 

Holineſs; for, as without Fuith it 1s im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. xi. 6. ſo wirt 


Haine, no Man ſoall ſee the Lord, Chap. 


Xij, 1 14. Though we. are not to teach our | 
Children, that Holineſs is any Part of that 


Righteouſne(s which juſtifies in the Sight 
of God ; 


reſpect of the — of God, 1 Thef}. 


Sanctification; and alſo to our being Par- 
takers of eternal Glory and Happineſs; 

it being abſolutely impoſſible, in the Nature 
of Things, that an unholy Soul could be 


happy, even in the Regions of Paradiſe, 


becauſe there would be no Suitableneſs or 
Agreement of Nature in him to that State. 


All thoſe Things above mentioned; 1 ap- 


prehend, are very neceſſary to be taught 
and inculcated upon our Children and Ser- 


vants, in order to 3 the 3 
| . 


; yet we muſt acquaint them, that 
Holineſs is indiſpenſibly neceſſary, both in 


iv. 3. This is the Will of God, even aur 
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miaentioned every Particular in which Parents 1 
and Maſters of Families ſhould i nſtruct 5 
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"That every e ould, according 
to his Capacity, teach thoſe of his FRO. 
the Truths both of Natural and Revealed „ 
= Religion; but eſpecially the Doctrines . A 
3 Duties of Chriſtianity that are neceſſary to 
be. believed and practiſed in order to Ne 
vation. And finally, my. Brethren,  whatſo- a 
ever things are true, honeſt, juſt, Pure, 
lovely, of good Report, if there be any Vir- 
tue, if there be any Praiſe, let us teach * 
Children 170 think on theſe things, Phil. iv. 
8. Having thus ſpoke to the firſt 99 
of a Family-Governor' Duty; I mean, that 
Inſtruction he ſhould give by Children and 
| Servants, I proceed, 2-4 | 


To that Which WET to bis Prieſtly 
Chinn, his ſetting up and maintaining 
the Worſhip of God in his Family. It is 
no difficult Taſk to prove, that the People 
of God, in all Ages, carefully maintained 
the Worſhip of God in their reſpective Fi, 
milies: And that more eſpecially in the 
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| . 5 a Fan as in 1 Chri- 8 7 
ſtian Cauſe, he immediately ſet up the © 
| Worthip of God in bis louſe. 1 
tis, that the Houſes of the primitive Chri- 
ſtians were ſo frequently ſtiled Churches, 
Nom. xvi. 5. and elſewhere. And 'tis not 
to be queſtioned, that every Family ought - 


ence . 


to be a Church, wherein the great Gpd 


; 2 
: 
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In order, ite: that dvery Pay : 
Governor may diſcharge this Part of his 


| ſhould have folemn. een and W , | 
mY him. b 


Duty, let him carefully attend to, and 


fiudy to practiſe the following T hings : . 


41.) He muſt be careful to read the ga- . 
cred Scriptures, to thoſe of his Houſe. As 
this is a Duty incumbent on every private 


Chriſtian, even to ſearch the Scriptures; 10 


it in a ſpecial Manner becomes all Heads of 


Families to inſtru thoſe under their Care, 
in the Knowledge of the Word of God, 


which is ſingularly adapted and every Way 


| ſuited to the Purpoſes of Light and Grace, 
of Knowledge and Holineſs, or in the Lan- 


guage of the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. iii. 15. I able 


to make them wiſe unto Salvation. Tis not 
enongh that Maſters of Families do mind 
and regard God's Word themſelves, and by 


Faith and Affection their own Hap- 
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© . concerned, as they are expreſly commanded, 
to be early, dexterous and diligent, in mak- 

Ing all under their Care acquainted with it 
alſo, that it may be of equal Advantage to 
both, even the Power of God for the Salva- 
tion of the Governor and his Houſhold. 

For Oh! who knows the Power of God's 
Word? There is ſuch a ſaving Virtue ane 
Efficacy in it, that it is no where to be 

found, no, not in the Writings of the wi. 

eſt and beſt of all the Moral Philoſophers. - 

And though the Writings of ſeveral learned _ 

and holy Men in the Chriſtian World, as 

well as — Sermons they have preached, 
have been made effectual, 5 the Bleſſing of 

God, to the enlivening and quickening, of 

many, who were dead in Treſpaſſes and 

Sins, inſtructing the Ignoranf, and bringing 

back thoſe that were out of the Way; 

yet all the converting, ſanctifying and ſaving 

Virtue of theſe Diſcourſes is fetched from 

the Holy Scriptures : : The Law of the Lord 

ts perfect, converting the Soul, Pſ. xix. 7. 

Let me therefore beſeech you, who are 

Governors of Families, not to be ſo barba- 

rouſly cruel to the Perſons of your Charge, 

as to neglect the reading of God's Word to 23 

them, Think not, that if you feed and | 

cloath their Bodies, you fafficiently diſcharge 
your Duty to them; no, you muft be alſo 
. 2 1 
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'% XIE. N if} 


1] eat to FER their Souls with the! ſince; 


i - Houſhold. This is no leſs neceſſary than the 
former; for whoever neglects Prayer, have 
little Ground to think, that Reading will be 
of any great Service, or anſwer any valuable 
Purpoſe. Hence tis, that the beſt of Fa- 
mily-Governors, in all Ages, have been in- 
deſkatigable in the Performance of this Part 
of Family-Religion. Whether we look 
into the Old or New Teſtament, we find 
ſufficient Proof of this. When we conſult 
the Writings of Moſes and the Prophets, we 
find the Patriarchs engaged in building Al- 
tars, and calling upon the Name of the 
Lord with their whole Houſholds: And it 
is particularly mentioned, to the immortal 
Honour of King David, one of the beſt 
of Parents and Maſters, that as fon as he 
had made an End of his Burnt-Offerings 
| ard Peace-Offerings, be returned to bleſs bis 
Ih} Honſhold, 2 Sam. vi. 18, 20. That is, as 
i ſome Commentators onderftand: the Words, 
. to bleſs God with his Family, and to beg 
God's Blefling on them. And if we look 
[hl into the Writings of the New Teſtament, 
we will find mention made of a Church in 
the Houſe of Nymphas, Col. iv. 15. and of 
11 HR 
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5 0 in Phila 8 Hou ſe, Phil, ver; . 
nothing leis, than that 
the Worſhip of God was performed i in thoſe 
Families, and this Duty of Prayer in parti- 
cular. But to put this beyond all Doubt, 


we read frequently of our bleſſed Saviour's 


Fs being alone, praying g with his twelve Diſ⸗ 


ciples, which was then his 2575 Family. 


? d-- 
'$ - ox: *. , 


Beſides, the very Nature of Thug re e- 
uires this ; For are there not Family-Mer-. 


cies, which all in the Houſe are jointly con- + 
- cerned to pray for, when wanted? And to 
make grateful Acknowledgments and ſuitable 
Returns for, when received? Are there not 
Family- Afflictions and Crofles, which they 
are in common concerned to pray againſt? 
And are there not Family-Sins which call 
for ſincere Confeſſions and deep Humilia- 
tions? Surely there are. And what then 
can be more reaſonable and juſt, more de- 
cent and comely, than to behold whole 
Families joining together in Prayer; to ſee | 
thoſe who live and love, eat and drink to- 
gether, wreſtling at the Throne of Grace 


together! O that all, who have Families 
como to their Care, were but diligent 


o perform this Part of their. Duty towatd 


Gs: O ye Chriſtian Parents and Gover- 


nors, put on good Joſpua's Reſolution, that 


as for you and your Families, you will ſerve 


3 the 


> "4 « 
A. * Fay * * 


** I 


— 1 
* 


be on _ Alis N 0 Thi is the Way | 
your b Fellowlbiy We 


to make 
an holy Vellowibip, © | "4 — your 
Forts and Converſe, and to ſanctify all 3 
Enjoyments, 1 Tim. iv. 4, . For ever 

Creature f God is good, ſays the Apo ale, 
iff it be received with 7. Wange ng, i + 


18 fanctiſied by the Word of God * W q 


But to proceed; 


6. ) The lagen ml: Plälens, Hyc ymns, or 
7 Songs, I think, ſhould be brought 


in as a third Part of F amily-Worſhip. Jt 7: 


is too evident to be denied, that this Part 
of Worſhip is wofully neglected, even. wr 
many Families where the two former are 
carefully and conſcientiouſly performed. 
But what can be the Reaſon of this, I am 
at a Loſs to determine; ſeeing 1 will ven- 
ture to affirm, that ſinging of Pſalms is no 
leſs an Ordinance of God, than reading the 
Scriptures and Prayer. That Pſalmody is 
an Ordinance of God, may be eaſily proved 


from Scripture and the Practice of the 


Saints. Scripture is very expreſs on this 
Head; for, ſays the Pſalmiſt, If is good fo 


fing Praiſes unto our God, PC. cv. [. 1. 


And F/ c. 2. Serve the Lord with Gladneſs, - 
come before his Preſence with Singing. Tour 
Time would fail me to mention all the 

Places in the Book of God, where you may 
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gaged in the Practice of this Part of Family= 
Religion; I mean, David's Lord and 8a- 
viour. For, when he had eat the Paſſwoer © 
with his Diſciples, - who were his Family, 
and inſtituted the Sacrament of his Supper, 


he concluded all with an Hymn of Praiſe. 


to his heavenly Father. This was the laſt 
Time he had an Opportunity of performing 
Family Worſhip, when, you ſee, i - 
Pſalms was not forgotten. And ſurely w 


cannot- copy after a better Pattern, than Fo 
of our deareſt Lord. As often, therefore, 


O ye Governors of Families, as you have 


15 | Occaſion to be engaged in Family-Wor- 


ſhip, in reading the Scriptures, -and pray 
ing with and for thoſe under your Care, 

let not this Part of your Duty, via. N 
of Pſalms, be neglected· Let tbe Word of 
God dwell in you richly in all_Wiſgom, 
teaching, and. admoniſhing one another in 
Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, 
inging with Grace in your Hearts to the 


: Lord, Col. ini. 16. When this Part of Fa- 


mily-Worſhip is carried ( 6uobwpadov) with 


joint Conſent, this heaves upwards every 


Petition - more forcibly; and takes Heaven 
as it were by Storm and Violence, Oh! 
1 what 


* 


| | ſes the fontet Sing at ese . FOR 
| hitnſelf, and to ſpeak of his great Raviſn- 
ments of Soul in this Duty. But behold 
there is yet à greater than David here en- 
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i "bas Cauſe: of. Laage 1 4 4. Fi ay \ 1 
Ll # 1 0 3 this Part of Family-Devotion is To-wofully-: 
A ales by Chriſtians at this Day? Time 
was, when the Streets of London eccho d 
forih the Praiſes of our God; but now 5 "IN 
Duty ſeems almoſt: to be quite laid aſide ;+ | 
though it is a Duty of ſuch Comfort and. e-4 
Profit, as one would think ſhould ſtand in 
no need. of Recommendation. Tis true, it 
can't be performed ſo ſecretly as the other 
Duties of. Family-Religion; and hence tis, 
perhaps, that many of God's own People: . £ 
do live in the Neglect of it. They i 
think that thereby they ſhall avoid. the: 1 
Cenſures and Reproaches of the Wicked. 
who are apt, upon every Occaſion, to be 
offended at any outward Shew of Religion: ⁵ 
But for my own Part, I can't allow * this 
as a ſufficient Reaſon for laying aſide the 
Practice of this Duty altogether. + What 
though our Lot be caſt in a N cghbourhood 
where wicked and profane Sinners abound, . 
Wretches who will not ſpare us, but all; 
us by what they think the worſt of Names, 
becauſe we may let them know, we do not 
ſuffer ourſelves to live as they do, in a total 
Neglect of Family Duties? What though 
am called Hypocrite or Preſbyterian, for a ; 
conſcientious Diſcharge of my Duty in this 
Point ? Muſt I therefore reckon this a ſuf- 
ficient Excuſe for me, to neglect what is, a 
Fan 
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my 


aiilly cottimanded, and what m. 


my own Conſclence tells me is A 
_ reaſonable Service? No, T think | 
even in this Caſe, : T9 ald let the wicke = 
Ridicuters of Religion know, 13 no 85 1 
aſhamed of the Sennen of 1 Gac F , and 3 
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Og 70 the aueh Pr Part of 
Ty amily's Duty. And here Tam fully f fa. 20 
tisfied, that the Law, which | King Aba- 888 
eerst made, Efther i. 22, is e Way 2 
agreeable to the Natural and Poficite Law | 
of God, That every Man Joould bear Rite 
9 7, yſe., & 06,14 JF" Pax 


Now, t 10 5 diſcharge this Part of 
his Duty, every Head of a Family has 
particularly three Things to do | 


e 8 HED 1 7 b of 
> * F 4 ; 


To make all proper and neceſſary 

on for the Maintenance of his Houf- = 

| Sew He ſhould take ſpecial Care of the | 
Bodies and temporal Welfare of all wh 
ſtand in a Family-Relation to him; and 

this Care muſt be ſuitable to his Abilities, I 
and ſufficient to the Ends of a uſeful and 8 
comfortable Life; for thus ſpeaks the A- 
poſtle: But if an . not for bis on, x 


and ſpecially fot © tho his own Houſe, he 
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1 La 1 Faith 2. is 7 0 ” p . 
Infidel, 1 Tim. v. 8. his we are. hy e 


not only from Scripture, . but by the lower a 


Rank and Order o Creatures; - Who, by the 


bare Inſtin& of Nature, contrive the Safe- 


ty, and labour for the Conveniencies-of their 


ye ones. What wonderful Skill do the 


ittle feather'd Folks diſcover, and Pains take, | 


in working their Neſts, or building their 1 


Houſes, ind nurſing their tender Offs spring, 


till they are ek of ſhiftipg for them- 
ſelves? fre ſurely, if bare. Nature, unaſ- 


ſiſted by any other Thing, promwyn them 
to this; how- much more ſhould Reaſon 
Foy Grace, ſuperadded to Nature, in Men, 


conſtrain them to contribute their utmoſt 
Endeavours for the Support and Wien of . 


their Children and en But, 


( 2.) Every Ht 6 Family mold 
uſe his pious "Counſcls, proper Reproofs, and 


ſeaſonable Corrections, to preſerve thoſe un 


der his Care from every evil and wicked 
Way. Parents and Governors of Families 
ſhould rule their Houſes well, and keep 
their Children and Servants in Subjection, 
with all Gravity and becoming Ae 
The fooliſh Lenity and Indulgence of Pa- 


rents, has frequently proved the Ruin of 


their Children and Servants ; and, by ſpar 
ing the Rod, they have loſt the Child. For 
though 
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4 h God hath de del Heads of Fami- ; 


| hes Sith Authority over their Houſholds ; ; 
| yet if any under their Care are left to them- 
ſelves, or indulged. in Folly or Idleneſs, ſuf⸗ 
fered to run into wicked Courſes, and con- 
tract evil Habits; their Authority then will, 


in all human Probability, be of very little 


Force, and their Counſels, though ever ſo 


good, too weak to reclaim them. And 
therefore every Family- Governor, u on his 


firſt obſerving any of his Charge taking to 


bad Ways, ſhould immediately ſet bim@lP 
to counſel, reprove and correct them. _=_ £ 
if he finds this will not reclaim them, he he 


ns: to be, in the 


| z) Place, wiki by Geripue to 


ceit ſhall not dwell within my Houſe : he that 


zelleth Lies, ſhall not tarry in my Sight. 
Vice is ſo very infectious, that one wicked 


Perſon may ſoon corrupt the Morals of 
others in the Family: Yea, Children and 
Servants, who deſcend from the Loins of 
the beſt Parents, have a uh Quality in 
them, derived from guilty Adam, which 
renders them ſuſceptible of vicious Impreſ- 
ſions, and makes them liable to be eaſily 


corrupted. Beſides, the Way of Vice is 
. . broad, pleaſant, and deſirable to 


92 1 85 corrupt 


expel them his Family, according to that 
of the Pſalmiſt, ci. 7. He that worketh De- 
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corp! we, 1 2 Hin 10 e FP. 
| d. 1 the erefore 115 cp 


their 4 Aa 85 Pot on 
Proper age on 
| 2 m., bak. likewiſe 7 al | 4 pe. 
Compay ey, keep, and; 8 elpecially that _ 
there be no Aout ffered to lire with chem 85 
in the fame. ouſe, who are openly wicked ED 
and profane; ; tar, tays the Apoſtle, Evil 
ommunicatiens. corrupt good Manners, I 1 
xv. 33: The: Company, Childreh or 155 | 
b vants keep or converſe. with, as they bs 
either virtuous or vicious, ſuch, in all Pro. 
bability, wil be their own Behaviour. Good 
Companions; will be no Hinderance. unto, 
but rather Encouragers of, and Contributors 
2 to forward; and advance. the Work of Re- 
ligion in their Souls: But bad Companions 
will do all they can to obſtruct their Pro- 
greſs Heavenward, to make them looſe. and 
profane; yea, 10 every good Work reprobate. 
And therefore, kd way every pious Go, 
veęrnor ſhoyld be careful to ſuffer none 
guilty of open Vice and N to 
lodge beneath his Ropf. Thus I have ſpoke. 
H th Duty of every religious Parent a 
4 = of a Family, as it relates to his three - 
old Character, vig. Prophet, Prieſt, and 


King. The 
nd. Ge- 
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* Bleffings, both of a ſpiritual and tem- 
poral Nature, beſtowed. upon you that are 
ads of Families, ſhould move yu to the 


Practice of this Huty. not Reaſon 


merable Evils, 408! ſupplies them with all 
needful Good, " ſhall you not be chargeable 


tell you, that God is the Author and Con- 


ſtituter of Families, the Governor and Be- 
nefickor of thoſe leſſer Societies, 
King among the Nations? Tis God that 
nteth to all Men the Bounds of their 


as well as 


Habitations: And does it not "follow from 


thence, that he is to be owned and ac 


Rtiowledged as ſych ? Seeing, therefore, God 


Fa 


his Providence has — you into a 
mihy-Relation, built you Tabernacles, _ 
committed Children and Servants to 
Cate; ſeeing he tuperintonds: the Affairs of 
your Families, preſerves them from innu- 


with the utmoſt Ingratitude, if you lay not 


yourſelves out to inſtruct and govern them, 
after ſuch a Manner as may promote the 


Slory and Honour of your kind Benefactor? 


as Fan you, Who have the Direction of 
Families, 


— eethenmnendine 
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= Families, e be p 
TEE ind gratcful to you, when you yourſelves; do 5 
not take proper Methods to declare your, 

own. Grdttbatd: and to hi inder them from re, 


4 5 0 0 FEY 2 


being ungrateful to the” ou God? What .. 
Parents, or Maſters of Families, who have 


the Reaſon of Men, or even ſa much as. 


one Spark of Generoſity and Gratitude re- 
maining in them, hall. dare to think them - 
felves at Liberty, whether to own their De- 
endence on God, and W 0 to ny z 
E or not? Wards FROD he e 20 


2. If eee to: your beſt Briehd, 555 


i bountiful Benefactor, will not move 


you to the Practice of this Duty; methinks, 


"1 Love and Pity to your Children and Ser- 
vants ſhould conſtrain you to it. yo 
look into the World of Animals, how 


ſtrongly will you find their Affection to their 
Young ?: As. — are careful to nurſe and 
feed, fo to —— and defend them: from 


Injury, to the utmoſt of their Power. Now 
then, ſhould not Reaſon and Religion in 
Men regulate and improve, and not deſtroy 


the Affections of their animal Natures? I 

confeſs, indeed, there are many, who have 
ſuch a peculiar Regard and Fondneſs, not 
only for their Children, but for ſome. of 


thts Servants, that their. Lives are bound 
my in theirs: As Juda ſaid of his Father 


"I" 


n 

TY i Life 16 bound up * the I ++ 
Ja Gen. xliv. 36. . So ſtrong is the Af- 

| {ion of ſome for their Children; and even 
Servants, that they [grudge them nothing 
that is conducive to their temporal Welfare 
and Advantage: But Oh! how much more 
ſolicitous ſhould they be about their ſpiritual 
and eternal Welfare? What, all this affec- 
tionate and tender Concern for the leaſt and 
periſhing Part of thoſe under your Care; 
and little or no Concern to adorn theif 
better Part, their immortal Souls, with di- 
vine Knowledge and Grace, this beſt and 
moſt valuable Furniture; to warm them 
with Love to God their Saviour, which 
would fit them for Communion with him 
in this Life, and the eternal Enjoyment of 
him in the next? Sure 1 am, if you have 
the Faith of Chriſtians, and the Affection 
and Compaſſion of Parents, you will not 
think you have ſufficiently diſcharged your 
Duty, when you have only provided for 
the temporal Welfare of your Families: 
No, I fay, you cannot; for you muſt be 
conſcious to yourſelves, that the greater and 
more material Part is ſtill undone, you hav- 
ing made no Proviſion for their eternal 
e Again, 155 


If bene of the above Arguments | 
will | 88 with you; yet let that powerful 
I and 
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3 you t Walle Fe 2 
Parents and Maſters of Families oy 
qual Intereſt -of emis as. go 2 1 
3 and r the 11 lande 
of Intereſt, the ſtrong e of, — 
Love, ſo geeply rooted in our. ops 

ſhould prevail with us Parents and Maſter 

dur rel 
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As 10 you, Parents, you Hhould ſerioully- 
if you are 991 as far 28 P lies, 


opti 

carefyl to cultivate the Minds, and parrowly 
watch the Behaviour of your Childres, you 
may juſtly expect Abundance of Sorrow in 


ſeeing them wicked and bad Livers; and if 


once they prove Enemies tp (God in their 


for natural Love often 
ends in unnatural Hatred. A wicked Man 


or Woman will not conſcientiouſly be 7 


ders Son or a good e May 
appeal to yourſelves, ſa Is it mw 


moſt juſt oſt wh God, that the ud. which F 


you do not defirg and endeavour to m make # 
Friend to Him, ſhould become a Foe 
you? And that the Child whom you, thi ro” 


a criminal Fondneſs or Neglect, indulge in 


the Practice of Iniquity, ſhould in Time to 


* come 


n. 2 Wales 


Mind by wicked Works, they will not be 
long Friends to you ; 
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reſt in this Matter, and are deſirous to have 
dutiful and obedient Children, Children 
that will prove Comforts in Life, your 
Joy and Support in old Age, and Bleſſings 
to the World when you are dead and gone, 
ap will be careful to uſe your utmoſt 
Endeavours; to improve their better Part, 
and to engage them, betimes in the Service 
of Ged.. 78 5 
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Now, as this Argument of Self-Intereſt 
ſhould prevail with you who are Parents, to 
diſcharge this Duty in ſo far as it reſpects 
your Children; ſo the ſame Argument 
ſhould influence you, who are Maſters of 
Families, to the Practice of the ſame Duty 
with reſpect to your Servants. It needs no 
Proof, that your Intereſt greatly depends up- 
: | 111 


3 


=: ap . ns 1 tee 1 1 5 
1 Vou all earneſtly wiſh for faithful and ho- _ 
RR neſt Servants: But what Reaſon have you 
to expect ſuch Servants, if you yourſelves - 


are not careful to diſcharge your Daty to 

them, by inſtructing them in what they 
. both to God and Man. It is too evi- 

oY dent to be denied, that many Servants, when 
£8 they firſt ſet out in the World, through "+ 
=. cC.riminal Negligence, either of their Parents, 


or thoſe who had the Care of their Educa- 
tion in their younger Years, are proſly ig- 
norant of the Things that belong to their 

trueſt Intereſt, the Salvation of their immor- 

d nal Souls; and therefore, if you who are 

ow Maſters, do not take Pity upon them, and 

| inſtruct them in thoſe Things, they muſt 
continue ignorant ſtill. Fre: never was 

f greater Reaſon to complain 105 the Ignorance, 
. Negligence, and Unfaithfulneſs of Servants, 

4 than in the prefent Day, ſo I am afraid, 
the Cauſe of this lies chiefly at the Door of 

| Maſters of Families. No Wonder if Ser- 
vants prove ſlothful, diſobedient and wicked, 
when thoſe who have the Charge of them 

| | are negligent in the Diſcharge of their oy. 

| towards them; when they do not pray wit 


x them, and inſtruct them as they ought. 
_— Therefore, I fay, did Maſters conſult their 
. own Intereft, they ſhould take all imagi- 
: nable Care to inſtruct ang engage their Ser- 


vants- 
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vants in in 4b Practice of Piety Fi Viitue ; 


for true and undlefiled Religion will _ 


People good in every Character, in every 


Relation.” It will make good Maſters and 


good. Servants, good Parents and good Chil- 
dren. The Apoſtle Paul could, with great 
Confidence, engage for Oneſimus, that he 


would prove a good and faithful Servant, 


after he knew that he was become a good 
Chriſtian, Be you, therefore, who are Maſ- 


ters, earneſtly ſolicitous to make your Ser- 


vants truly religious; and if, by the Bleſ- 


ſing of God upon your pious 5 <3 
you are once ſo happy as to ſucceed, you 
then depend upon it, that you ſhall 
be faithfully and honeſtly ſerved, A juſt 
and true Senſe of Religion will Ne 
make your Servants both faithful and 
fitable. Truly religious Servants will wake 


Conſcience of their Time and Truſt, and 


of their Maſter” 8 Intereſt as of their own. 


Bot, 


11 neither * the above K 


nor all together, will prevail; yet let the 


awful Conſideration of that particular and 


ſolemn Account, which you muſt give to 


God in the great Day, perſuade to comply 
with this Duty, and without Delay to put in 
Practice this noble Reſolution of good Fo/bua, 


in my Text. All Parents and Heads of Fa- 


E 2 5 milies 


* 


ae iy ſhould cond. chere Me A —— com · 77 

ing, when they muſt be accountable for 
every Child and Seryant under their Care; 
and according as they have une rr 
neglected their Duty towards them, receive 
2 fuitable Reward, The Lord er the 
very ſame Charge to every Superintendent 
of a Family that Pharaob's' Daughter gave 
to the Mother of Mefes, Exod, ji. 7. Bring 
it up for me, and I will give you your 
Wages. In like Manner, I fay, God pho 
be Wee ſpeaking to os Family-Go- 


rernor „ Take this Child, this ee 
that I have put under your Care, and 
a nurſe him or her for me, bring him vp 
in the Way that will tend moſt” to 
promote my Glory, and his own eter- 


„ nal Welfare; and accardin to your Be- 
«© haviour in this. ſo ſhall it fare with you . 
« hereafter.” Oh! that all you, who are 
intruſted with the Care of Children and Ser- 
vants, may ſo acquit yourſelves with re- 

ſpect to them, as to be able to give up your 
Account with Joy, and not with Grief, | 
Conſider, I beſeech you, how dreadful it 
muſt be, for any of you who are Parents, 
to have a Charge brought in againſt you at 

the Bar of God, for having contributed toy 
wards the eternal Ruin of your own Chil- 
dren ! What ſhall you be able to ſay or do, 
when in the Midſt of Pain and een 
5 ob you 


r e , tte 27 
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TI'S 


you: are re vag by your PET chi. 80 : 


8 in ſome ſuch cutting Language as 


1 ? © Ah! cruel Parent, 4 bloody UP 


1 indeed, haſt thou been to mel Never 


« to be at any Pains about my eternal 


5 Welfare ; never. to warn me of this 


ES Place of Torment; never to tell me of 


* a Saviour, and the Way to $45.9 


et Wrath to came; never to rl ſtrain — - 
* when it was in your Power, from the 
« Paths of Vice, that haye braught me 
be down into the Chambers of Death. 0 
4 curſed Indulgence ! thus to N me, 

* to my everlafting Ruin.” Thus 


eadful 
muſt be the Condition of all wicked and 


negligent Parents, who Are at no Pains to 


train up their Children in the Fear of the 
Lord, but ſuffer them to go on in Sin, till 


e proves their Ruin. 


And thus miſerable alſo will your Caſe be, 
who are Heads of Families, if you ſuffer - 
your. Servants to live wicked Lives, with- 


out taking proper Methods for inſtructing | 


them in Religjon, and reclaiming them from 
ſinful Courſes, Remember, that your Ser- 
vants are Part of your Charge, as well as 


your Children; and you muſt give an Ac- 
count before the awful Bar of the | a 


God, how you have performed your 


towards them, Now, if it be found in — 


_ 


— 
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neſs, and Ignorance of the great, 9 


and important Truth of the Goſpel, they 


will certainly be ſwiſt Witneſſes againſt you, 


and thoſe of your own Houſe ſhall be your ND 


greateſt Enemies, How will they then up- 
braid you, and curſe the Day that ever ey | 


entered into your Houſe, in which they 
faw nothing of the Fear of God, received 


nd pious Inſtruction, and heard no fer- 
vent Prayers put up to the Thrope of 
Grace with and for them. Theſe, my 
Friends, are very weighty Conſiderations, 


ſuch as may juſtly make our Ears to tingle, | 


and our Hearts to tremble, leſt any of us 
ſhould, at the great Day of our final Ac 
count, be found among the Number of 
thoſe unhappy Souls, who ſhall be charge- 
able with the Ruin of their Children or Ser- 
vants, God forbid, Brethren, that this 
ſhould ever prove our Caſe ; I would rather 
indulge the pleaſing Hopes, that what hath 


now been ſaid, may be a Means of ſtirring - 


you. up to a conſcientious Diſcharge of 
Family-Religion, in every Branch of it ; 
and ſo of ſaving not only your own Souls, 
but. the Souls of thoſe committed by Pro- 
vidence to your Care, T proceed now to the 
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WE: 11 bo. G eneral, name ly, to enquire, Whenc 


* is it, that ſuch a general and woful Neglect 
= dof Family- Religion prevails at this Day? 


P 
* 


Is it not aſtoniſhing there ſhould be 
ſuch weighty Arguments as theſe now _ 
mentioned to enforce the Practice of Family- 
Religion, and that yet it ſnould be ſo wofully 
neglected as it really is at this Day? 
Whence then this criminal Neglect, this 
prevailing Iniquity, if not from the follow- 


ing Cauſes? my 
1. From the ill Formation of Families 
at the firſt, by unſuitable Marriages and 
Relations. Before the Iſraelites took Pof- _ 
| ſeſſion. of the promiſed Land, they were 
ſtrictly forbid to intermarry with the In- 
habitants, as they were a ſinful and an ido- 
latrous People, Deut. vii. 3. Neither ſhalt | 
thou, ſays Moſes, make Marriages with them ; 
thy Daughter thou ſhalt not give unto bis 
Son, nor his Daughter ſhalt thou take unto 
thy Son. And to the ſame Purpoſe doth 
the Apoſtle Paul addreſs the Corinthians, 
2 Cor. vi. 14. Be ye not unequally yoked with 
Unbelievers. An unſuitable is ever like to 
prove an unhappy Match ; and what more 
unſuitable than to join the pious and the 
. profane, 


By WES 
profane, ls welt educated and | well * I 


ed Perſon with the looſe and pro r 


Views and Intereſt; tis to be teated, 


Worldly 


often over-rule Men in this Point: Some fi IN. 


look for nothing but a large Fortune others 
for a competent Share of the g 
of this Life; and if theſe are but obtained, 
they are indiffefent whe! her the Perſon they 
.make choice of to be their Partner for Life 
be pious or profane, one that fears God, or 
fears him not. But ſorely ſuch. Condoct 5 
can never be juſtifed. Is ennobling 
Blood, or advancing your Eſtate, a valuable 
Conſideration for the Loſs or Hazard of 
Religion and your immortal Souls? Is it 
poſſible, that a Child of God, and a Child 
of Brlial, joined together in Marriage, will 
walk together blameleſs in God's Com- 
mandments ? Is it likely that Religion will 
flouriſh in that Family, where one of its 
chief Members is a Stranger to the Power, 
yea, perhaps, has not ſo much as any thing 

of the Form of Godlineſs ? No 8 - 
Yea, ſo far from it, that I may appeal, not 
only to your own, but to the Experience of 
all Chriſtian Nations, whether the Church 
of Chriſt, inſtead of being built up this 
Way, has not greatly ſuffered? T may ap- 
peal to the World, whether ſuch Martjigth, 


inſtead" = yielding that Comfort and Satiſ- 
faction 


"Things - 6 2 


Care and 


cxefore, but Ido upon . of the 
ef Cauſes of that Foal Neglect of 


tion, FY "wil hr th and ingly engage . 
in the Servige af the Lord. Without this 
5 ction, there can be but 
little Proſpect of keep ping up the Worſhip of 
God in Families; and if this be —— 5 
they have every thing that is dreadful to 

fear, in bath V orlds: : Whereas if, on the 
other Hand, they make choice of ſuch. as 
fear the Lord, a haue Reaſon to hope, 
that all their Affairs ſhall go on with Eaſe 
and Pleaſure, and that the Lord will bleſs 
them in their Families, in heir, Banlete, 
and in Meir Hure. i 


2. The Neglect of F ally Religion /m may 


be owing, in a great Meaſure, to the omit- 
ting of it at firſt ſetting out in the World. 


If a Perſon, immediately upon commencing 
| Head of A Funky. Our * with God, 


uſe 


4 to Family-Worſhip, and fe 

_ reſolve that his Houſe ſhall be 4 Bethe! 1. f 

a Houſe” of God, he Would, in all Pr K: * 
bility,” proceed afterwards ig this import 
Setvice with Eaſe and Comfort, and reatly 
promote his own, and his Family's \ re 
57 Whereas : a, Neglect : this Duty; 
at his firſt ſetting out, diſcourag 8 LY future 
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Atternpt ; and the longer the Neglect is, 
the greater will be his Backwardneſs to | 


Head: : For I believe it will ſcarce be de- 
nied, that eyery wilful Omiffion or 1 2 
of Duty, does fatally increaſe Men's Back- 
1 to it, and their Reluctance againſt 
For Inſtance; the longer any Perſon 
relais Prayer before God, the ſeſs Incli- 
nation he will have to call upon him : The 
longer one abſents himſelf from the Houſe 
of God's publick Worſhip, the leſs Mind 
will he have to go to it; and ſo of all other 
Duties, and particularly of Family Religion: 
How much then is it to be wiſhed, that all 
young Perſons, —_ God's bringing them 
into new F. amily- 
Houſes with Family-Worſhip ; ; and ever 
after ſtudy to train up thoſe committed by, 
Providence to their Charge, in the Fear 


and Admonition of the Lord, Eph. vi. Fg 
Thus they would be in a fair Way to ob- 


tain a Bleſſing from on high, and Trine | 


elations, would open their 


N 


s — 
3 


2 


wi þ ow ther Cad ue er Salva: Pl. 


Xxix, 5. This would be an excellent Means | 
to conciliate the Reſpe ct of Inferiors, to. i 

make them eſteemed 1 all wiſe Men, uſe- 
ful Members. of. Society, and by the wits 


God, the excellent ones in the Earth, in | 


Nr he would A Pr e 
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N mercläble wee a d Rachfel- 


| Ne Mind may, perhaps, be aſſigned as. 
another Reaſon for the N eglect of F Fanlly 
Religion, Iam. apt to believe there are 


many poſſeſſed of a very good Will to this 


Duty, who dereitheles want Courage and 


Reſolution to practiſe it. They imagine 
tbemſelves to be Perſons of but very ſſen- 
der Ca acities, and not at all qualified for. 
the Dit: 


harge of ſuch an important Duty; 
but are, | Perhaps the only Perſons Who 


haye à mean Opinion of their own Abilities, 


This I cannot büt think always a Fault, and 


believe it may ſometimes be a Temptation. | 


'Tis, however, ſome what ſtrange,” that Men 
in all. Reſpecis qualined for Converſation 
and Buſineſs, ſhould have little, or no Capa- 
city for Family-Religion, and particularly 
for Family- Prayer, the- Matter of Which s 
ſo large and copious. For how numerous. 


are, our EO ein} and Wants? Ard 
| F 4 be "tis 


1 I 3 not 4 the. N Theile, 


- might ſuggeſt. abundant; Matter of” one. 
fon, Peifdon and Praiſe. Bur it * „ 
5 ſurptiſing, that ſuck as ferioufly and WE, 
ſtantiy wor 1 Gock in Phblick, and ty 15 
converſe wit Word and "their own 
Hearts, ſhould Ws a Loſs to expreſs tem- 
ſelves pertinently upon this Occaſion ! How 
much is it to be wiſhed, that all. Chriſtian 
Parents and Heads of Families would uſe 
their utmoſt Endeavours to ſhake off and. 
overcome this London nay, Fa nur 


ang I a ! 140 and I er vg 55 
not, but they would 3 in I little 
Time, more Reſolution, à greater Freedom 

of Mind, and Readineſs of xpreſſi ion, and 


be able to perform their Duty in an ac- : 
ceptable Manner, without, a, ſtrict Confine- 


ment to any written Form whatſoever. A- 
way then, O baſhful Chriſtians, with = 
vain Excuſe ! And if it be fo, that 
really are ſenſible. of your own Irability' for 
the Diſcharge of this important Duty, go, 
in a Senſe of your own Weakneſs, unto God 
for Reſolution and — beg of kim, that 


by 


Pour out ey a0 before 
. not eg in deren bur in Pamily- 
Ti, a Tecon, 508, bot vou ſhall bs/ 
carried chrougk the. Works, | er difficult 
ol may” Have r Pt rehended it tobe. Pray: 
ng Way te get the Gift of | 
Faxer, auc by doing your: Duty you will 
 freſh'- „ and attain a ou” 
Fitnes and Ability to perform it. | . 


; 4 yo licity of worl Airs, | 
a ttachment 22 thi, ant 
this Lie — be as another Cauſe 
of the prevailing Neglect of Family-Reli- 
Moſt Men are ſo oagerly engaged 
in the Purſait of Riches, and other worldly: 
Poſkflions, that they can find no Time nor. 
Leiſure for the Performance of this Duty. 
They chink, that to ſpend Time, every 
Morning and Evening, in reading and pray- 
1 the Family, would encroach too 
much on their worldly Buſineſs; and hence 
tlie Neglect of this important Duty. But 
ahl ſuch a Conduct can never be joſtißed. 
Has Cod given yon fo much Time to ac- 
quire all the Neceſſaries of Life for your- 
ſelves; and will you not allow: ſome: ſmall. 


Portion of | it to be devoted to his more im- 
mediate 


en 7 von ga) 1 ent; 
5 "worldly! Affairs might: 
. 2. perſonal al: Fami- Ae . © Good and! 
LY wiſe Men will order their Aff irs itt Dit * WE 
F +. cretion; but Lam ſure 1 be r > OW 
Diſcretion in the Management of the 3 2 
af that Family, out of which the Service 3 
af God is thruſt. This is to act in a direct 5 
Oppoſition to our Saviour's excellent Adyjce, 
Jobs vi. 27. Labour not for tie Meat which 
periſheth, but for that which endureth to 
everlaſting Lift. An over-eager Purſuit of 1 
the Things of this Life was always dange-. 'Y 
rous, and is ever likely to proye ruinous to | 
Religion, and fatal to the Souls of Men. 
In order, therefore, to prevent this, vo 
cannot take a better Method, than to begin 
and end the Day with God in your Fa- 
milies. This is the ſureſt Way to proſper in 
this World, and to procure the Bleſſing of 
God upon all your Undertakings. Without 
this, you may aſſure youtſelyes, you ſpend 5 
your Money for that which is not Bread, and. 
your Labour for that which ſatisfieth not; 
fa. Iv. 2. Vea, let me add, if you neglect. 
Family-Religion on Account of the Mul- 
tiplicity of your worldly Affairs, that you 
may have the more Time to purſue them, 


and increaſe your Wealth; Know, that the 
Wealth 


4 i 
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8 Enjoyt 


Fes 9 peo the Price. of ayer, may, 
— tor! wad NE, Wo Cs Mr the Pri of | 
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wer PRES 00200 HAN 0.9% APR on ads, 
* conſider theſe T hings; add never pon r 
ſelves, through Anxiety for the Feri 
ments of Time, to neglect our Duty td 

God, and thereby forfeit eternal Hape 


For Care of the Body, let us not thro 
_ away our Souls; yea, plunge both into end- 
leſs Miſery. What vl all our worldly Poſ- 


ſeſſions fighify to us, when we come into 


the cold Graſp of Death, if this be neglect- 


ed? If, therefore, we have any Regard for 
the Favour of God, and a bleſſed Eternity; 
let us beware of neglecting this i TERS. 
| Day 148 any Pretence: whatſoever. ras 2 


. 
4 
„ * 


W 125 the Fe That of 1 8 us 
from gathering the reſt of the Family to- 
gether, and worſhiping God with them; 
for I can never think, it will be ſuſtained. 
as a ſufficient Reaſon for the Neglect of 
Family-Worſhip ' altogether, that ſome of 
E cannot hy abe a But to an 
e be 21 e 


. 55 
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5thly, And 
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are 7 B by © | pK. 
_ $thly, 4 And 1a . 1 
is but too viflble at this ] ay, is owing . 6 1: 900 
the lamentable Decay of ſerious. Religion, Ds 
and great Abatement of Zeal in Famjly- | 
Governors. - If we look around us in the Jo 
World, 7 5 A oy but nag ive 
parative who are under a 5 
Concern about = everlaſting Welfare .of 
their own Souls. No wonder then that 
there are ſo few really ſolicitous about n 
eternal Intereſts of thoſe committed to their 
Charge. Our Age is grown ſo .extremely 
polite, that there are Multitudes amongſt us 
who think Religion a very unfaſhionable 5 
Part of a Character; ſo that tis not to be 
ſuppoſed or expected, ſuch Perſons will be I 
at any Pains to cultivate it in their Fam. . =" 
lies, and with their ARNE: Houſholds 1 


ſerve the Lord. 


Nay, tis very 'poſtible, 4 many . 
are entruſted with the Care of Families 
may have too much Cauſe to reflect with {+ 
| Grief and Shame upon the Love of 'their | 
Eſpouſals: At firſt ſetting out, few more 
zealous ; now, perhaps, none more cold. In 
Days paſt they were early and late with _ 


God, both in F amily and Cot DEP . 
2 „ but 


ligion 10 h 


vOU 

Condudt is injurious to your own Souls, and 
reflects Diſgrace on your Character as Heads 
of Families, and over and above, is very 
prejudicial to the poor Souls committed to 
„ it 7 


I therefore beſeech you, both for your 


own Sake, and the Sake of your Families, 
ſeriouſly to weigh this Matter, and allow it 
to have fuch an happy Influence upon you, 
as to engage you for the future vigorauſly 
and carefully to maintaig the Praftice of Fr. 


mily-Relgion, 
Theſe, my Brethren, are the moſt obvious 
Cauſes that occur to me at preſent of the 
too general Neglect of Family-Religion at 

this Day. I. am now arrived at the _ 


IVth and laſt General, namely,” To ad- 
dreſs myſelf to ſeveral Sorts of Perſons : And, 
wee! = DO 1. 76 


. FO FRY Ny uch pats * 


a too true, 
that there are but few fack Perſons among. 


0 us at this Day, yet Iam ſatisfied, were the 
deſtroying Angel commiſſioned. is Night, 
to go from one End of this great City. to 


the other, and cut off thoſe damilies 7 57 


do not ſerve. the Lord, 1 ſhould ſee ſome 


few Families, of the many who join toge⸗ 
ther in the public Worſhip, of God in this 
Place, ſurvive the general and dreadful 
Slaughter. And therefore, perſuaded there 
ate ſome pious Governors Aill left amongſt 


us, I would beſeech them, in the Language 
of Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor, xv. fr Therefore,, 


my beloved Brethren, be ye fledfaſt, unmovable, 
always abounding i in the Work 0 be Tord, 
foraſmuch as you know that your Labour is. 
not in vain in the Lord. Be ye careful to 
walk in your reſpective Houſes with a per- 


| fecit Heart. Set a good Example before 


your Children and Servants ; counſel and 


inſtru them, in the Things that belong ta 
| Hheir Peace, and be ſure 10 give them good 


Advice in Seaſon and out of Seaſon. This is 
the ordinary and moſt probable Way of 
doing them Good, and ſecuring them from 
Evil. Yea, let me tell you, if you are not 

| careful 
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h Paule oF Colts” 5 che | 
you have TE Reaſon to expect, that they > 
thall. os made wiſe unto Salvation. For, 
- though I nt the Endeavours of Men to 
0 very 1 to ſüch an End, 
yea, nothing at all wit out the Divine Bleſ- 
ſing yet, at the ſame Time, I cannot help 
| thinking there can be no regular Hope with- 
out them. Every Chriſtian is to diſcharge; 
to the atmoſt of his Power, the Duties of 
Kis Station, and leave the Iſſue to God. 
Though tis not your Province, nor in your 
Pdwef to implant the Principles of Grace 
and Holineſs in thoſe of your Houſhold ; 
and notwithſtariding all the Care and Pains. 
vou may have taken fo train them up in the 
Far of the Third, they may turn afide into 
the Paths of the 'Deftroyer, and indulge to 
Sin and Profanity, and thereby render them< 
ſelves. a Grief to their Father, and a Bit- 
 terneſt to ber thut bare them, Prov. xvii. 24. 
yet none of theſe Things muſt diſcourage 
you from your Duty. If you are truly de- 
firous to fave your own Souls, and the Souls 
of thoſe committed to your Care, you muſt 
give them Line upon Line, and Precept 1p 
on Precept. And if after all, nothing will 
do; let this comfort and relieve you, even 
the Teſtimony of your own Conſcience, that 
G2 57 Tn 
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lap at a f FA EE 10 D on 
1 29 89 0. 8 þ Fire and 


8860 Mas 


neſs of their | * «I Ds my <p uri 
Friends, Fa 1 — 1 bleſſed dh a 
Advantages above many others, as you have 


daily bad the Pradice o of Religion ſet before 


your Eyes, and recommended to ydu by a 


good E le; and as the Precepts of it 


ed in your 
Th for your Edification. O how truly 
pk ful rould you be to the great and the 


beſt of Beings, for the Privileges of -your: 


Birth and Elvcation [| While fome glory 
in the Antiquity of an illuſtrious Houſe, and 
in being the Deſcendants of great and noble 


Anceſtors, you may glory in being the 


Children of the Covenant made with ra- 
bam and his Seed. To you I may 9 
the Words of the Apoſtle, To you e 
the Adoption and tbe Promiſes; which are 
Bleſſings of an infinitely ſuperior Nature to 
our being born of what, in the Eſtimation 
of the World, is noble Blood. And there- 
fore, 


9 
* 


85 - — * Conſi 
-_ _ Gbodi you in this eue bes 
wake: all your: active Powers to-bicks the 

of all Grace, who: has caſt: your. Lot in 2 
pleaſant Situation, and planted vou in a Fa- 

mily of Light and Berey. G beware f 
miſimproving your Tei Privileges; for 


Tk you do, your | Guilt. will be terribly 2g 


Ties g Cad E ther: Blelllcigy! 


gravated, and your Doom in 1 Day 
vety Ureadful ! "All the that at- 
tend a virtuous and pious Education will be | 
Witneſſes againſt you at the Bar of the great 
God. 11 your Parents were frequent and 
e the Throne of Grace on your Be- 
half, but you yourſelf would not bow a 
of the ne- 
and well ordered Covenant; if when your 
Patents call you to Piety and Virtue, you do 
refuſe; if when they ſtretch out their Hands | 
you do not regard, but ſet: at naught all their 

Counſels, and 0 will hearken to none of their 
Reproofs; what can you hut a fears 
ful looking-for of Fudgment ond ry In- 
_ dignation ? It muſt be confeſſed, that there 
are too many who diſparage their Birth, 
their Parentage and Education, and, like 
the two wieked Sons of good old Eu, are 
ublic. Scandals, and by their diſſolate Lives 
ing down their Parents grey Hairs wir 
Sorrow to the Grave ; bat 1 would fain 


2 Dope 


to tell you; has if Pager A « honee Pcs I 


in Hell than another. ydu may expect to 


be lodged th 


your Fathers. Are you willing to be eter- 
nally baniſhed. from all your. godly: Rela- 


tions, at as great a Diſtance ' as between 
Heaven and Hell? Time was when you 
were delighted with your Parents Smiles 
and joyful: in their Preſence: But how will 
you be able to face them in the great Day? 


What dreadful Confuſion and Bluſhing muſt 


cover your guilty Countenances in that aw- 
ful Hour, if they muſt. appear as Witneſſes | 
, againſt you, and applaud the righteous:Sen-. 
rence of Condemnation paſſed upon you, 
becauſe you would not hearken to their In- 


ſtruction, 40 would not hogs the Lord * 


Js Suffer me next to turn my Addreſs 


to ſuch Parents and Heads of Families who 


live in the woful Neglect of this important 


Duty recommended in my Text: Would 


to God I had no Reaſon to ſupf 5 any of 
you guilty in this Point. But a ra too 
evidens to be denied, _ chere are ſome 
here 95 


Thetefore think think,; 
before it be” too late, what maſt; be the 
Conſequence of forſaking the Lord God of 
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and 8 where is 


ere in this: our i 8 ars at nd 
Pains to keep up the Worſhip of God in 
thei Families. "Therefore, what Language 
ſhall I addreſs you in? What can I-fay leſs, 
than, O ye moſt cruel and profane Parents 
is your Tenderneſs? 
Where your Bowels of Affection? How | 
ſtrangely and wickedly careleſs" are ye of | 
the immortal Intereſts: of your own Off- 
ip ring and Servants, and the Intereſt of God 


in 5 Think, O think in Time, of the 


dreadſul Conſequence of ſuch a Conduct. 


' You will be condemned by the World, 


nay, by your own: Children; you will be 
terribly condemned by your own Conſcience, 


and by Feſus, the final and impartial Judge 


of the whole aſſembled World. O! treble 


to think of the Agony that muſt fill your 


Souls in that awful Day of Account, when 
the Blood of your Children and Servants will. 
call for Vengeance upon your guilty Heads, 
and be required at your Hands, Exel. iii. 


18. Your Children and Servants are given 


vou in Charge to be brought up for the 
Lord, and therefore ſad and uncomfortable 


will your Day of Reckoning be, if, through 


your Careleſſneſ, they die in their Iniqui- 


| = If they miſcarey; either through * 


indulging them in Idleneſs and Folly, o 
50 teaching and * them in chit 
Duty, 
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you was at no Pike: to warn has? pay rf 
from the Wrath to come. Some ſuch Ean- 
guage as this may then be conceired to 
flow from their upbraiding Lips'; “ Ah! 
4 cruel and inhuman Farents and Mater, 
ee it is owing in a great Meaſure to your . 
bad Example and woful Negligence, that 
tt we have been plunged headlong into this 
© Lake of Suez; ; you were at no Pains 
« to bring us up in the Fear of the Lord, 
© to make us ſavingly acquainted with Je 
ec Jus ; 
10 Eber in your Families, nor took any 
t Care that we, who were under your Roof, 
c ſhould ſerve him. O criminal Negli: | 

&« gence! O curſed Indulgence ! thus to 
* neglect the one thing needful, and to in- 
© dulge us in what hath now iſſued i in our 
cc everlaſting Ruin.” In order, ee 
to prevent fach a heavy Accuſation 5 


brought againſt you another Day by "= Ip 5 


Children and Servants, let me beſeech 

to fall in with Yoſbud' s Reſolution in 
my Text, and ſerve. the Lord with your 
reſpective Houſholds. 1 proces” 


you neither worſhipped God your- 
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= and worthip God. in their Fam 


S god 2 you to that glorious 


FF e. Parents; ſuch 4 Par ents as. 40 8 


your Caſe is very deplorable, a | 
tied, ſeeing your Lot 1 18 Le BD 
in 1 ilies. as have not o much 
the Form of Godlineſs; ſeeing an. ate the | 
- Offipring of ſuch unnatural Parents, as are 
at no Pains to take Care of your: trueſt and * 
everlaſting Intereſts ; ſeeing. you Have the 
Worst Examp le ſet before you, and are 

ht by your Parents practice to neglect 
Your | immortal Concerns, and to tranſtnit to 
Your, own Poſterity all theſe Inconvenien- 
cies, which you. yourſelves , lie. under, 


— 


1 bor fels, 


Should your Conſciences at any Time 


Segel to a Senſe of Sin, and under the 


Saane of God s Holy Spirit, there is none 


to aſſiſt you in this Caſe, to cheriſh your 


e can heal a wounded 


IH dan, who 
121 ils | you, are real Objects 


Spirit. O poor Sou $8 


of Pity and Compaſſion, - as your Cale is 


thus Jad. and deplorable : Yea, you are in 
great Danger of miſcarrying for ever; for 
is it not much to be feared you will imi- 
tate your Parents, in their Neglect of Re- . 
b: and ſo be loſt and undone to all 


texpity ? You have been trained up in a 
225 H woful 
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of godly Parents,” 1 all e's 5 
| "A avariagis of a 


Jak | Neglett ck 


"Is. tis much to be dreaded; that y your: ſu- 1 * 
ture Behaviour in Life will be Edda. 85 

3 your unhappy and irreligious Education. | 

A It can't be denied, that this is too com- 


"monly the Caſe, tho”, bleſſed be God, it is 
not always ſo; for as ine” of the. Children. © 


. pious Education, have for- 
taken. the good ) ays of their Parents, and 
Tun heddike” into eternal Miſery ; ſo ſome. "2 
of the Children of wicked Parents, who ? 
have laboured under all the Diſadvantages 8 
of an irreligious Education, have, in a Day 
of God's Power, been made to know the 
Things that belonged to their Peace, before 
they were hid from their Eyes. Vour Cale © ll 


Ay ; | SE Ia nets . 
1 , 


then, however dangerous, is not deſperate. 3 


Deſper ate, did 1 ſay 2 No; for many ſuch 5 1 
as you have been brought home to Gd. 
There was an Abija in the Houſe of e- 
roboam, in whom there was found ſome good 25 
Thing toward the Lord God of Iſrael, 1 Kings 
xiv. 13. An Hezekiah deſcended from the 
remarkably wicked Abhaz, and a ofrab from L 
Amon. As Grace does not run in Blood, | 
and deſcend to the Poſterity of good Men by 9 

Inheritance; ſo neither can wicked Anceſ- ; 


tors abſolutely prevent the. Lord from hav- 
| 158 «<ul upon 10 of their e 
: 1 


om 


4 ** 1 a * 


ſetting about this i important . Baſineſs, upon 


which your eternal "All depends. Let not 


your Parents Neglect of their own- Souls 


make you neglect yours alſo, Shall your 


Whole Family periſh, from Generation to 

8 Generation? God forbid O then let there 
be, at leaſt, one Heir of Heaven in your 
Sy Eine: And if your Parents ſhould be ſo 


wicked, as rathir to diſcourage” than to 


countenance and aſſiſt you in this great Con- 


cCern; you muſt remember, that Father and 
d Mother, your neareſt and deareſt Relations, 


muſt all be forſaken for Chriſt and Salva- 
tion: He that Joveth Father or Mother 
more than me, ſays Chriſt, is not worthy of 
me, Matth. x. 37. Seeing, therefore, there 
8 Hope in Trae) concerning this Thing, 
how deſirous and ready ſhould you be to 
fall in with the Offers of Grace and Mer- 
cy made to you in the Goſpel? How wil- 


lingly and chearfully ſhould you yield your- 


ſelves to Feſus, as your Saviour and Lord? 
How fafely may you truſt in his Atonement 
for the Pardon of all your Sins, and com- 
mit * to the Conduct of his Word, 

I 1 and 


8 In he 10 eb to FEY Mercy: | 
EY And as this is great Encouragement to you 2 
10 feel the Lord while he may. be found, 40% 
1 'uþon him frm he is near, IIa. lv. 6. 
ſo, methinks, Fog pid loſe no Time in 
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12 Intentions of ſoon. 985 
ly-Relatiop. | A Bere 
ſuch to Gf 


every Governor of a * 2 
8 . 


u, my Friends, to conf der this, and. 
fore-hand to. 200 on this piduc 8 


e be a K abep K and 15 „ 
_ Four. Hearts, 1 Sam. il. 30 Tbem bat 
JI bonour | 
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and Deed: | 
Hall. be t 


I can't help thinking 
affords Matter of. Addreſs to 
ach of you who; by the Providence of God, 
re im the Condition of Servants, Vou have 
d the great Advantage that attends Fa- 
mily-Religion, and of Conſequence. what. a 
it muſt be to live in a Family wi 

is not worſhipped, and where, th 
> may be Food enough for | 
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"Ina Abe is none for the i al 
—_ therefore, this ſhould e eng mY you” 
0 be very careful in the Choice of the Place 


you go to, that it be a Houſe where God is 
15 1 and worſhipped, and the Bleſſing f }Þ 
the Lordis moſt likely to dwell: And when 
vou find the Lord has been ſo kind as to ſet: 
tle you in ſuch a Family, you ſhould be care: 


ful to value the Mercy, and to regulate your 


1 


Opinion by Soul and Spiritual Advantages, 

rather than by little Preſents, or more Eaſe; 
for as the Lord hath promiſed to bleſs the Ha- 
bitation of the Fuſt, Prov. ili. 33. you may 


reaſonably hope for a Share in the Mercies of 


ſuch a Family. And, O! is. not the Love 
and Bleſſing of God of greateſt Value? Is. 
not that the beſt Family to ſerve in, where 
your Sins will be moſt reſtrained; vour 
Temptations feweſt, and your Souls beſt pro- 

vided for and taken Care of? Be aſſured this 
will bring more true Peace, Comfort and 
Profit in the End, than all the ungodly Fa- 


milies in the World, tho' ever ſo wealthy and 


voluptuous, eſpecially if you conſider the 
Dangers they are expoſed to, Prov. ti. 33. 
The Curſe of the Lord is in the Houſe of the 
Wicked. Dreadful Caſe ! Can you chooſe 0; 
live in that Place where the Curſe of God is ſt 
If you do, can you expect to eſcape ? I am 


pretty ſure, that if you knew Ghoſts and 
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==. - A paritions to ilk teeth in 100 Night, and 

= 5 "diſturb. the Repoſe of the Inhabitants; "<< 
EE | TY would not dare to prefer it to a peaceable and 

—_— * wet. Habitation: And is not the Wrath „ * 
Bi God full more to be feared ? Therefore, let 
RT exhort ſuch as are fixed in ſober and reli- 

- "0 Families to know it, and to improve 
= their Mercy; ; and when you remove take Y' 
= - Care; it be not to a worſe, I mean, toa Place "7 2 


* 


15 2. 1 
nee Sf av = 3 5 
+ — 3 2 
EN A 
: : 1 - 
* 
* 
3 — 


28 


1 Fa cannot fegen che Ane of F amily- | 85 
A As th is important Subject is now at a 


il "Clo, I ſhould be very glad to know — 
8 Succeſſ it hath been attended with; if I 
8 Kknowany Thing of my own Heart, I think 
0 I can aſſuredly fay, it was firſt delivered from 

n the Pulpit, and now publiſhed from the 
Press, with a real View. to your Inſtruction 

15 and Profit; to promote the Glory of God and 
= Je Welfare of your never-dying Souls: How . 
> K far theſe Ends 2 been anſwered, it greatly 
_ becomes all concerned to enquire; and if 
J. any of you ſhall find, that however negligent 

and forgetful you may have hitherto been of 
Foamily- Religion, you have now, by the In- 

fluences of God's Holy Spirit accompanying 

what you have read or heard, been brought 

to a Senle of 1 Sin and Danger, and toa 
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